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It's Ba-a-aCk! by Richard Howell 

WELCOME TO THE First issue oF the new Creepy, the second 
conslellolion in the expanding Hatris Horror Univer^. 

As long-time Fans are awore. Creepy was the first oF the 
mogazine-style horror comics oF the 1 9605,which brought 
back the EC tradition oF twist endings ond great art a decade 
after the horror comic itself hod been pvl out oF business by 
overzealous public oFFicials and unelecled do-gooders' 
Publisher James Warren avoided the many restrictions ploced 
on comics oF that period by publishing his Creepy ond Eerie 
series as tJack-and-white magazines, not comic books. Creepy 
thrived in an arid market For many years as the premier venue 
For illustrated horror. Almut a decade ago (February, 1 983, 
actually), Worren ceased publication of his mogozine line, and 
Creepywent on extended hiotus (or, as it's known in the busi- 
ness, concelloHon). Seven yeors ago, Horris Publicotions, Inc. 
[by then in chorge of the Worren propenies) tested the waters 
with an enperimenlol issue of Creepy, The morket was Will 
strong. That, in a roundabout woy, brings us oil 1o the here 
ond now — and thai which you fiold in your hands even os you 
reod: Creepy. *e Limited Series 11. 

In the woke of the success of last year's Vompj>e//o Limited 
Series, we at Horris ore now revivifying the eldest o( the 
Worrw horror properties. Creepy. In keeping with our respect 
for our source moteriol. Uncle Creepy himselF is bock, sneer- 
ing and leering to his little block heart's content, we're also 
showcasing his tood-like sidekick. Cousin Eerie. It's like old 
home week. 

Don't be misled, however: this Is a Creepy Far today's 
comics reader. It's aur editorial opinion that after some thir- 
ty-odd years of reodirg and re-reoding the twist-endirg EC 
style oF horror story, even the denser readers will be able to 
see the "ironic" payoff coming from a mile away. There are _ 
some genres that profit from the material's familiarity, hor- 
ror, we believe, isnaioneof them. Ergo: the new, the re-con- 
ceived, the re-thought, ifie re-formatted Creepy. 

Whafs so new about horror comics with a disgusting, 
pun-happy host? Well, for one thing, the new Creepy is not— 
again— NOT an anthology series. It is nof o collection of 
unrelated short horror stories, with charocters whose lives 
begin and end (usuolly gruesomely) wilhin six to ten pages. 
The Creepy issue you now hold is ihe first four chapters of a 
sixteen-chopter illustrated novel. The story will grow and 
develop, take many frightening turns, and come to a resolu- 
lion at the end of Creepy: ibe Limiled Series The choroc- 

unfortunates who imll struggle and strain ogoinsl the dork 
forces present in the Creepy House. The fates of those char- 
acters will impact on the odions of the others, ond the progress 
of the storyline in generol. The fates of the Evonstons, 
Roderick, Toggert, Jockie. Corlotto. Slorr, ond the man who 
colls himself Crowford ore all to be determined over Creep/ s 
four issues. Before ihis series is over, eoch of the obove indi- 



ifijll reconstruction ol theeventt within the pjblishing clime 
3 Warren's bunching of hi! illustrated horror mogoiirK 
i' CREEPY: THE CLASSIC YEARS trode poperbock 



viduok lend the Evcinstoni, Ireared as o unll) will come bee 
to face with the rriosl terrifying experience of his or her life, 
ond few— perhaps none— will survive: This parade of horror, 
madness and death is presided over by the reigning landlord 
of the Creepy House, none other than Uncle Creepy himself 
laided by his slug-like dogsbody Cousin Eerie). Creepy is the 
only entity present witti an overview of the reasoning behind 
this systematic terror and torture, ond is thus— for the first time 
ever — the star of his own magozine's book-length feature. 
He's in control, and ties loving it. He's still filled with perverse 
glee ot the destruction of lives and souls, ond he still loves bod 
puns, but malie no mistake— this Creepy is no mere narrator! 

As this series continues, more ot the initiol cost will lace hor 
rilying visions of themselves, their fears, and their fates— oil 
within the confines of the Creepy House, ond presided over 
by you -know -who. 

Pius: 

Why were these eight unfortunate people compelled to 

lake refuge ot the Creepy House ot just this time? 

What do Creepy and Eerie have in mir>d for them? 

How is the mysterious wolf involved? 

What is the lignificance of the identical gemitonoi? 

And. 

How does the quest of J. J. rtre bounty hunter intersect 
with Creepy's ond Eerie's maiter plon? 
(Spooky organ music here) 

These questions ond more . , will be . . oniwerec/l Vedfi! 
Just keep reading, okoy? 

Peter Dovid, our creepy writer— no, no, moke ihot Creepy 
writer— has written more projects for more people m his com- 
paritively few yeors os a professionol scribe than mony writ- 
ers do in o lifetime. Peter's work on Morvel s Hulk is on ongo- 
ing treat, and his tenure on Pefer Parker, t/ie Spectacular 
Spider-Man (including the "Deoth of Jeon DeWolff'i is fond- 
ly remembered His other comics series include Dreadslar, 
Little Mermaid. Star Trek, Green iantem. and now X-focfor 
Outside comics. Peter's the outhor of VendeJfo, ond other 
best-selling S(ar Trek novels, and such fantasy works as 
How//ng Mad and Knight life 

The loyout ortist for the main story chapters in this issue is 
Kieron Dwyer, a maior young talent, alreody well-known for 
his work on Captain America ond Delective Comics. Kieron 
established the designs for the characters and did □ stellar job 
with his work on this issue, then hod to beg off on the next 
three, due to o reactivated pre-existing commitment. The 
embellishing genius behind this— and oil future— main sto7 
chopters is Creepy alumnus and horror oficionodo Tom 
Sulton. Tom. o moster of murk ond mood, supplies a surfeit 
of both, darkening the overall tone of the series 05 well os set- 
ting lofty standards of technique. 

Gene Colon and Steve Leialohci, pencil and ink artists 
(respectively) for 'Corporate Bloodsuckers," hove worked 
together before, most notobly on Marvel's Howard the Duck 
comic book series over ten years ogo Colon is justly 
renowned lor his many achievements over a long comics 
career, but o speciol ploce must be reserved lor his contribu- 
tions to horror comics— not only Morvel's well- remembered 
Tomb of Dracula series of the 1 970s, but olso as a contribu- 



tor to the early clossic period of Creepy and fene (during 
which his irk-wosh jobs set new standards foi subtlety] 
Leialoho hos been long esloblished as one of comics' most 
adaptable and expert craRsmen, ond one of the very few 
inkers who can render Colon's moody, shadovjy pencils with 
the sensi^ify and grace they deserve 

Jo OuWy, writer of the Corbtto module, is well-known for 
her work on Power Man and Iron Fist, Shr Wars, Akiro, 
fallen Angels, Woherine, ond the originol Punisher limited 
series Her unique spin on genre material— here applied to 
horror— OS olwoys, produces o lively, unpredictable mix ol 
tones, look for Jo's upcoming series, Neslrobber 

JameiFryandArtViscardi. penciller ond inker on "A Turn 
of ffie Wheel," are teamed here for the first time. Fry has 
shown his range on such diverse projects os 5(ar TreA. 
Werewolf by Night, Namor, and the Liberfy Pro/ec> (which he 
co-created with Vampirella scripter Kuri Busiek), ond his styl- 
ized combination ol bold graphics ond jaunty— olmosi humor- 
ous — character depictions works well with the parable-like 
tale of the trusting, victimized Corlotta ond her toll from grace 
Viscardi s soft inks (previously seen in Morvel's Opei- Spoee) 
ore o fine complement to the spirit of the pencils. 

Harris' ace letterer, Kevin Cunningham, continues his 
neor- ex elusive run on this company's horror line Look for 
Kevin's work on the continuing Vompirelh series as well. 

Editor/ packager Richord Howell may be known to most 
of you OS on artist for Marvel ( Wsion and Scorlel Wi>ch\ and 
DC (HowUor., All-Slor Squadron] or os the ortist/ writ- 
er/ creator of the cull favorite Portio Prm; of t/ie Clomazom 
Now he's on the other side of the desk, with Vomptre//o and 
Creepy. Co-editor Jeise Rey« lends his enthusiasm for 
comics and his expert design talents (as art director lor Cuilar 
World magazine) to upgrode the look ond content of all of 
the Horris comics 

Horris' other horror projects include a trade poperbock col- 
lection of classic stories from Creepy, and two trode paper- 
back collections of the importont eorly Vampire/fa adventures 
(one with Q Ster onko/Gulacy cover, and one with o cover by 
Dove Stevens') A Vampirella Summer Speciol is due in June, 
featuring a super-special meeting between Vompi, Uncle 
Creepy, and Cousin Eerie by Steve Englehort ond Jackson 
Guice, with o cover by Art Adams. Try 'em all— better yet, 
buy 'em all! If you can't find ihem, houni your comics store 
until the ^onager orders them for you. 

As with Harris' Vampirella Limited Series, Creep/ will be 
winging its way to you for four 48-page bimonthly issues 
Then there's the specter of on ongoing monthly series. Will 
onyone from this four-issue sequence be left alive to oppeoi 
in it? Many surprises await you in these four issues, ond we 
welcome your comments. Please send any letters to: 
Creepy Dead Letter Office 
c/o Horns Comics 
1115 Broadway, 8th floor 
New York, New York 10010 

Pencil in a plan to be back here in lote April for Creepy 
the Limited Series, Book Iwo The thought that you won't be 
here for the thrills in our second issue is I l lerrifying^ 

And again— welcome to the Harris Horror Universe; 
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